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TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO PANAMA 

REF: STATE 143754 

1 . FOREIGN SECRETARY ROEL TOLD ME JUNE 7 THAT PRESIDENT 
LOPEZ PORTILLO WIT T, GO TO PANAMA ON JUNE 16, ARRIVING 
(ACCOMPANIED BY ROEL) ABOUT 1 1:00 A.M. AND DEPARTING 
ABOUT 5 P.M. JLP WOULD NOT PLAN TO TAKE PART IN ANY 
MULTILATERAL DISCUSSIONS, ROEL SAID. 

2. ROEL SAID PRESIDENT'S DECISION TO ATTEND WAS BASED 
IN PART ON PACT 

OP HIS NON-PRESENCE AT THE WASHINGTON SIGNING CEREMONIES 
LAST SEPTEMBER. IN MENTIONING PROJECTED ARRIVAL AND 
DEPARTURE PLANS, HE SAID THAT IP PRESIDENT CARTER WANTED 
TO TALK PRIVATELY WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO, IT 
COULD BE ARRANGED. I DID NOT MENTION THAT US HAD NO 
PLANS POR PRIVATE BILATERALS. LUCEY 
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